
Post Grooming Furunculosis
Post Grooming Furunculosis is a very rare 
but serious condition

There is an increased risk for handstripped dogs

Carrying out any "pre grooming" (like handstpping) before bathing 
can cause trauma to the skin which we can't see. Bacteria already 
present can enter the surface of the skin and become trapped.
 
Warm water can also increase the skin's reaction to that trauma, 
sending increased blood to the area much faster that it would have 
done normally. Due to the increased blood flow rushing to the outer 
layer of skin the area can swell, this then seals that bacteria into skin 
pockets, dimples and pores.

If soon after a groom your dog seems unwell with lethargy, fever, 
or gastrointestinal signs. You MUST consult a Vet right away and 
tell them your dog has recently been groomed. Post grooming 
furunculosis can be easily treated with antibiotics if caught early 
but if left untreated it can become fatal.

Reducing the Risk - Adventure Dogs
For a the handstripping to be effective, the coat must have fully blown (the 
hair is ready to come out with little pressure needed). If your dog’s coat is not 
ready I will not be able to handstrip your dog, we can book another 
appointment for a future date. 
Waterborne viruses
Your dog will have a cool water shower after a handstrip with fragrance free 
shampoo. This will ensure they are clean and their pores close. If you would 
rather your dog have a bath at a later date I can complete the handstrip and 
book a bath for another time (included in the handstripping price - you will 
not be charged twice)
Housekeeping
- I replace the water in the bath’s water tank every 2 days so it is always fresh. 
- The bath is disinfected daily with pet safe products.
- An anti-fungal, antiviral disinfectant is circulated through the bath once a 
week for thorough cleaning. This disinfectant also kills parvovirus. 

Further Post Grooming Furunculosis Information
www.friendshiphospital.com/friendship-news/post-grooming-furunculosis/


